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4 COPY of PROVISIONAL ARTICLES figned at 

* PARIS, November 30, 1782, by the COMMIS- 

* © SIONERS of His BRITANNICK MAJESTY 

and the COMMISSIONERS of the UNITED 
STATES of AMERICA. 


- ARTICLES agreed upon by and between 
RIcuARD Os8waLD, Eſq. the Commiſſioner 
of his Britannick Majeſty for treating of 
peace with the Commiſſioners of the Unit- 
ed States of America, in behalf of his ſaid 
> Majeſty on the one part, and JohN Ab Aus, 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, JohN Jay, and 
- Henzxy LavRens, four of the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the ſaid States for treating of 
peace with the Commiſſioner of his ſaid 
Majeſty on their behalf on the other part, 
to be inſerted in, and to conſtitute a treaty 
of peace propoſed to be concluded between 


B the 


4 * e 5 
—_——— OT 


F 
8 IN 
E TH e Sy. 
- F bw „ EIS S "ELL wt 
LL d 1 \ n » 2 "= 4 * APRIL i = 1 WS) . | Wy, 
l V TTC ͤ ͤ ea EN | LIE IC TUE 95 DER EY 5 
0 aw” F re EI / 7 hs URS N eee 1 
Wl 1 e LT RIC, NN ( 5% © Vie al 3 * 
\ n i . ry br 3 na 4 tA F J 5 b SS Sy l wg > rg IE. 
* 1 + 1 =. * + A. $13 oe FAS . 4 TALES. _ 8 She woe L = _—_- \ hats - 5 ©« wh! # 


1 


es wo ww 


_— = + — — 


| 


— TT i ——— Tong — r * 
— —— ——— — Fg 


5 5 


the Crown of Great Britain and the ſaid 
United States ; but which treaty is not to 
be concluded until terms of a peace ſhall 
be agreed upon between Great Britain and 
France ; and his Britannick Majeſty ſhall 
be ready to conclude ſuch treaty accord- 


ingly. 


HEREAS reciprocal advantages and 
mutual convenience are found by 
experience to form the only perma- 

nent foundation of peace and friendſhip be- 

tween States, it is agreed to form the Articles g 


of the propoſed Treaty on ſuch principles of 


liberal equity and reciprocity, as that partial 
advantages (thoſe ſeeds of diſcord) being ex- 
cluded, ſuch a beneficial and ſatisfactory in- 
tercourſe between the two countries may be 
eſtabliſned, as to promiſe and ſecure to both 


perpetual peace and harmony. 


ARTICLE kn 


His Britannick Majeſty acknowledges the 
ſaid United States, viz. New Hampſhire, 
Maſſachuſetts Bay, Rhode Ifland and Provi- 
dence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, 
New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, to be Free, Sovereign, and 
Independent States: that he treats with them 
as ſuch; and for himſelf, his heirs and ſuc- 

ceſſors, 
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ceflors, relinquithes all claim to the govern- 
ment, propriety, and territorial rights of the 
ſame, and every part thereof: and that all 
diſputes which might ariſe in future, on the 
ſubject of the boundaries of the ſaid United 
States may be prevented, it 1s hereby agreed 
and declared, that the following are, and 
ſhall be their boundaries, viz. 


FN 


From the north-weſt angle of Nova- Scotia, 
viz. That angle which is formed by a line 
drawn due north from the ſource of St. Croix 
River to the Highlands, along the ſaid 
iſlands which divide thoſe rivers that empty 
themſelves into the River St. Lawrence from 


thoſe which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to 


the north-weſternmoſt head of Connecticut 
Kiver ; thence down along the middle of that 


river to the forty-fifth degree of north lati- 


tude; from thence by a line due welt on ſaid 
latitude, until it ftrikes the River Iroquois or 
Cataraquy ; thence along the middle of ſaid 
river into Lake Ontario, through the middle 
of ſaid lake, until it ſtrikes the communica- 
tion by water between that Lake and Lake 
Erie; thence along the middle of ſaid com- 
munication into Lake Erie, through the mid- 
dle of ſaid Lake, until it arrives at the wa- 
ter communication between that Lake and 
Lake Huron ; thence along the middle of 

B 2 ſaid 
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ſaid water com munication between that Lake 
and Lake Superior; thence through Lake 
Superior, northward of the Iſles Royal and 
Phelipeaux, to the Long Lake; thence 
through the middle of ſaid Long Lake, and 
the water communication between it and the 
Lake of the Woods, to the ſaid Lake of the 
Woods; thence through the ſaid Lake to the 
moſt north-weſtern point thereof, and from 
thence on a due weſt courſe to the River Miſ- 
liſſippi; thence by a line to be drawn alon 

the middle of the fait River Miſſiſſippi, un- 
til it ſhall interſect the northernmoſt part of 
the thirty-frit- degree of north latitude. — 
South, by a line to be drawn due eaſt from the 
determination of tne line laſt mentioned in 
the latitude of thirty · one degrees north of the 
Equator, to the middle of the River Apala- 
chicola or Catahouche; thence along the 
middle thereof to its junction with the Flint 
River; thence {trait to the head of St. Mary's 
River, and thence down along the middle of 
St, Mary's River to the Atlantic Occan,— 
Eaſt, by a line to be drawn along the middle 
of the River St. Croix, from its mouth in 
the Bay of Fundy, to its ſources and from 
its ſource directly north, to the aforeſaid 
Highlands which divide the Rivers that fall 
into the Atlantic Ocean from thoſe which 
fall into the River St. Lawrence, compre- 
hending all iſlands within twenty leagues of 
any part of the ſhores of the United 2 

Of: | an 
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and lying between lines to be drawn due eaſt 
from the points where the aforeſaid boundaries 
between Nova Scotia on the one part, and 
Eaſt Florida on the other, ſhall reſpectively 
touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantic 
Ocean, excepting ſuch iflands as now are, or 
heretofore have been, within the limits of the 
laid Province of Nova Scotia. 


rx THEHCL IS. 
It is agreed, that the people of the United 


States ſhall continue to enjoy unmoleſted the 
right to take fiſh of every kind on the Grand 
Bank, and on all the other Banks of New- 
foundland, alſo in the Gulph of Saint Læw- 

rence, and at all other places in the ſea where 
the inhabitants of both countries uſed at any 
time heretofore to fiſn. And alſo that the 
inhabitants of the United States thall have 
liberty to take fiſh of every kind on tuch 
part of the coaſt of Newfoundland as Britiſh 
fiſhermen ſhall uſe (but not to dry or cure 
the fame on that iſland), and alto on the 
coaſts, bays and creeks of all other of his 
Britannick Majetty's dominions in America 
and that the American fiſhermen ſhall have 
liberty to dry and cure fiſh in any of the un- 
ſettled bays, harbours and creeks of Nova- 
Scotia, Magdalen Iflands, and Labrador, fo 
long as the ſame thall remain unſettled ; but 


ſo ſoon as the ſame, or cither of them, ſhall 
be 


oy 
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be ſettled, it ſhall not be lawful for the faid 


fiſhermen to dry or cure fiſh at ſuch ſettle- 


ment, without a previous agreement for that 
purpoſe with the inhabitants, proprictors, or 
poſſeſſors of the ground. 


Ar 


It is agreed, that creditors on either fide 
ſhall meet with no lawful impediment to the 
recovery of the full value in ſterling money 
of all bond fide debts heretofore contracted. 


ARTIGLY® V. 


It is agreed, that the Congreſs ſhall earneſt- 
ly recommend it to the Legiſlatures of the 
reſpective States, to provide for the reſtitu- 
tion of all eſtates, rights and properties which 
have been confiſcated belonging to real Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects; and alſo of the ettates, rights 
and properties of perſons reſident in diſtricts 
in the poſſeſſion of his Majeity's arms, and 
who have not borne arms againſt the faid 
United States: and that perſons of any other 
deſcription ſhall have free liberty to go to any 
part or parts of any of the Thirteen United 
States, and therein to remain twelve months 
unmoleſted in their endeavours to obtain the 


_ reſtitution of ſuch of their eſtates, rights and 


properties as may have been confiſcated. 


And that Congreſs ſhall alſo earneitly re- 
_ commend 
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commend to the ſeveral States a reconſidera- 
tion and reviſion of all acts or laws regard- 
ing the premiſes, ſo as to render the faid laws 
or acts perfectly conſiſtent, not only with 
juſtice and equity, but with that ſpirit of 
— which on the return of the bleſ- 
ſings of peace ſhould univerſally prevail. 
And that Congreſs ſhall alſo earneſtly recom- 
mend to the ſeveral States, that the eſtates, 
rights and properties of ſuch laſt-mentioned 
perſons ſhall be reſtored to them ; they re- 
tunding to any perſons who may be now in 
poſſeſſion the bond fide price (where any has 
been given) which ſuch perſons may have 
paid on purchaſing any of the ſaid lands or 
properties fince the confiſcation. 

And it is agreed, that all perſons who have 
any intereſt in confiſcated lands either by 
debts, marriage-ſettlements, or otherwiſe, 
ſhall meet with no lawful impediment in 
the proſecution of their juſt rights, 


ARTICLE VE 


That there ſhall be no future confiſcations 
made, nor any proſecutions commenced. 
againit any perſon or perſons for or by reaſon 
of the part which he or they may have taken 
in the preſent war; and that no perſon ſhall 


on that account ſufter any future loſs or da- 


mage, either in his perſon, liberty or proper- 
ty; and that thoſe who may be in confine- 
meat 


( 1 
ment on ſuch charges at the time of the ra- 
tification of the treaty in America, ſhall be 


immediately ſet at liberty, and the proſecu- 
tions ſo commenced be diſcontinued. 


ARTICLE VIL 
There ſhall be a firm and perpetual peace 


between his Britannick Majeſty and the faid 


States, and between the ſubjects of the one 
and the citizens of the other : wherefore all 
hoſtilities both by ſea and land ſhall then im- 
mediately ceaſe ; all priſoners on both fides 
ſhall be ſet at liberty; and his Britannick 
Majeity ſhall with all convenient ſpeed, and 
without cauſing any deſtruction or carrying 
away any negroes, or other property of the 
American Inhabitants, withdraw all his ar- 
mies, garriſons, and fleets from the faid 


United States, and from every port, place, 


and harbour within the ſame; leaving 
in all fortifications the American artillery 
that may be therein: and ſhall alſo or- 


der and cauſe all archives, records, deeds 


and papers belonging to any of the ſaid 
States, or their citizens, which in the 
courſe of the war may have fallen into 
the hands of his officers, to be forthwith re- 
{ſtored and delivered to the proper States and 
perſons to whom they belong. 


A Ra 
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ARTICLE I. 
The navigation of the Miffiſippi, from its 


ſource to the ocean, ſhall for ever remain free 
and open to the ſubjects of Great Britain, 
and the citizens of the United States, 


IIe 


In caſe it ſhould ſo happen, that any place 
or territory belonging to Great Britain, or to 
the United States, ſhould be conquered by 
the arms of either from the other, before the 
arrival of theſe Articles in America; it is 
agreed, that the ſame ſhall be reſtored without 
difficulty, and without requiring any com- 
penſation. 

Done at Paris, the thirtieth day of No- 
vember, in the year one thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred eighty -two. 


RicuarD OswALD, E. 

Jou Ap As, (J. 8.) 

B. FRANKLIN, L. S.) 

Jon Jay, (L. 8.) 

HENRY Laukens, (L. 8.) 
Witneſs 


CALEB WUITTIFOORD, 

Secretary to the Britiſh Commiſſion. 
W. S. FRANKLIN, 

Secretary to the American Commiſſion. 
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TRANSLATION of the PRELIMINARY ARTICLES 
of PEACE between HIS BRITANNICK MA-. 
JESTY' and the MOST CHRISTIAN KING» 
ſigned at VERSAILLES, the 20th of January, 1783. 


N the Name of the Moſt Holy Trinity | 

The King of Great Britain and the Moſt 
Chriſtian King, equally animated with a de- 
fire of putting an end to the calamities of a 
deſtructive war, and of re-eſtabliſhing union 
and good underſtanding between them, as 
neceſſary for the good of mankind in ge- 
neral, as for that of their reſpective king- 
doms, {lates and ſubjects, have named for 
this purpoſe, viz. on the part of his Britan- 


nick Majeſty, Mr. Alleyn Fitzherbert, Mi- 


niſter Plenipot entiary of his ſaid Majeſty 
the King of Great Britain; and on the part 
of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Charles Gra- 
vier Compte de Vergennes, Councillor in 
all his Councils, Commander of his Orders, 
Councillor of State, Miniſter and Secretary 
of State, and of the Commands and F inan— 
ces of his ſaid Majeſty, for the department 
of foreign affairs; who, after having duly 
communicated to cach other their full pow- 
ers in good form, have agreed on the follow- 
ing g preliminary articles: 
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As ſoon as the preliminaries ſhall be ſigned 
and ratified, ſincere friendſhip ſhall be re- 
eſtabliſhed between his Britannick Majeſty 
and his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, their king- 
doms, ſtates, and ſubjects, by fea and by land in 

all parts of the world. Orders ſhall be ſent to 

the armies and ſquadrons, as well as to the 
ſubjects of the two Powers, to ſtop all hoſti- 
lities, and to live in the moſt perfect union, 
forgetting what is paſſed, of which their So- 
vereigns give them the order and example; 
and for the execution of this article, ſca paſ- 
ſes ſhall be given on each ſide for the ſhips 
which ſhall be diſpatched to carry the news 
of it to the poſſeſſions of the ſaid Powers. 


A LE 16 


His Majeſty the King of Great Britain ſhall 
preſerve in full right the Iſland of Newfound- 
land, and the adjacent iſlands, in the fame 
manner as the whole was ceded to him by the 
13th article of the treaty of Utrecht, ſave the 
exceptions which ſhall be ſtipulated by the 
F th article of the preſent treaty. 


ARTICLE II. 
His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, in order to 


prevent quarrels which have hitherto ariſen 
between the two nations of England and 


C 2 France, 


„ 


France, renounces the right of fiſhing, which 


belongs to him by virtue of the ſaid article 
of the treaty of Utrecht, from Cape Bona- 
viſta to Cape St. John, ſituated on the eaſtern 
coaſt of Newfoundland, in about 50 degrees 
of north-latitude ; whereby the French ih- 

ſhall commence at the ſaid Cape St. 


John, ſhall go round. by the north, and go- 


ing down the weltern coaſt of the Iſland of 
Newfoundland, ſhall have for boundary the 
place called Cape Raye, ſituated in 47 de- 
grees 50 minutes latitude, 


AR I ECL . 


The French fiſhermen ſhall enjoy the 
fiſhery aſſigned them by the foregoing arti- 
cle, as they have a right to enjoy it by virtue 
of the treaty of Utrecht. 


ASI 1% 4 FF. 
His Britannick Majeſty will cede in full 


right to his Moſt Chtiſtian Majeſty, the 
Iſlands of St Pierre and Miquelon. 


ARTICLE Wh 


With regard to the right of fiſhing in the 
Gulph of St. Lawrence, the French ſhall 
continue to enjoy it conformably to the 5th 
article of the treaty of Paris. 
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AATICHL SF 
The King of Great Britain ſhall reſtore to 


Frizice the fend of $6. tmoie at 


and guaranty to her that of Tobago. 


ARTICLE Vat 


The Moſt Chriſtian King ſhall reſtore to 
Great Britain the Iſlands of Grenada and the 
Grenadines, St. Vincent's, Dominica, St. 
Chriſtopher's, Nevis, and Montſerrat ; and 
the fortreſſes of thoſe iflands, conquered by 
the arms of Great Britain and by thoſe of 
France, ſhall be reſtored in the ſame condi- 
tion in which they were when the conqueſt 
of them was made ; provided that the term 
of eighteen months, to be computed from 
the time of the ratification of the definitive 
treaty, ſhall be granted to the reſpective 
ſubjects of the Crowns of Great Britain and 
France who may have ſettled in the ſaid 
iſlands, and in other places which ſhall be 
reſtored by the definitive treaty, to ſell their 
eſtates, recover their debts, and to tranſport 
theireficas,and retire, without being reſtrain- 
ed on account of their religion, or any other 


pretence whatever, except in caſes of debt, 
or of criminal proſecutions. 
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ARTICLE IT. 


= The King of Great Britain ſhall cede and 

| guaranty in full right to his Moſt Chriſtian 

| Majeſty, the river of Senegal and its depen- 

| dencies, with the forts of St. Louis, Podor, 

3 Salam, Arguin, and Portendie. His Bri- 

1288 tannick Majeſty ſhall reſtore likewiſe the 

| Hand of Goree, which ſhall be given up in 

| the condition in which it was when the Bri- 
| tiſh arms took poſſeſſion of it. 


ARTICLE, 


The Moſt Chriſtian King ſhall on his ſide 
guaranty to his Majeſty the King of Great- 
Britain the poſſeſſion of Fort James, and of 
the River Gambia. 


ARTICLES 0, 


In order to prevent all diſcuſſion in that 
part of the world, the two Courts ſhall agree, 
either by the definitive treaty or by a ſeparate 
act, upon the boundaries to be fixed to their 
reſpective poſſeſſions. —The gum trade ſhall 
be carried on in future, as the Engliſh and 


French nations Carried it on before the year 


1755. 


ARTICLE ME 


In regard to the reſt of the coaſts of Afri- 
ca, the ſubjects of both Powers ſhall conti- 
nue to frequent them according to the cuſ- 
tom which has prevailed hitherto. 


ARTICLE XIII. 


The King of Great Britain ſhall reſtore to 
his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty all the eſtabliſh- 
ments which belonged to him at the com- 
mencement of the preſent war on the coaſt 
of Orixa and in Bengal, with liberty to ſur- 
round Chandernagor with a ditch for drain- 
ing the waters; and his Britannick Majeſty 
engages to take ſuch meaſures as may be in 
his power for ſecuring to the ſubjects of 
France in that part of India, as allo on the 
coaſts of Orixa, Coromandel and Malabar, 
a ſafe, free and independent trade, ſuch as 
was carried on by the late French Eaſt-India 
Company, whether it be carried on by them 
as individuals or as a Company. 


ARTICLE: XIV. 


Pondicherry, as well as Karical, ſhall like- 
wile be reſtored and guarantied to France; 
and his Britannick Majeſty {Hail procure, to 
ſerve as a dependency round Pondicherry, the 
two diſtricts of Valanour and Bahour ; and 
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as a dependency round Karical, the four con- 
tiguous Magans, 
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ARTICLE XV. 


= France ſhall again enter into poſſeſſion of 

\ Mahe, and of the Comptoir at Surat, and the 

| French ſhall carry on commerce in this part 

| of India conformably to the principles laid 
| don in the 13th article of this treaty. 


ARTICLE XVI. 


In caſe France has allies in India, they ſhall 
ö be invited, as well as thoſe of Great Britain, 
14 to accede to the preſent pacification: and for 
118 that purpoſe, a term of four months, to be 
14 computed from the day on which the propo- 
if He ſal ſhall be made to them, ſhall be allowed 
10 them to make their deciſion; and in caſe of 
Wh refuſal on their part, their Britannick and 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſties agree not to give 
them any aſſiſtance, directly or indirectly, 


|| againſt the Britiſh or French poſſeſſions, or 
nt againit the ancient poſſeſſions of their reſpec- 

. | tive allies; and their ſaid Majeſties ſhall offer 

it! them their good offices towards a mutual ac- 
1 commodation. 


ARTICLE XVII. 


The King of Great Britain, deſirous of giv- 
| 1 | | ing his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty a ſincere gr 
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of reconciliation and friendſhip, and of con- 
tributing to the ſolidity of the peace which 
is on the point of being re-eſtabliſhed, will 
conſent to the abrogation and ſuppreſſion of 
all the articles relative to Dunkirk, from the 
treaty of peace concluded at Utrecht in 1713, 
incluſively, to this time. 


ARTICLE XVII 


By the definitive treaty, all thoſe which 
have exiſted till now between the two high 
contracting parties, and which ſhall not have 
been derogated from, either by the ſaid trea- 
ty, or by the preſent preliminary treaty, ſhall 
be renewed and confirmed; and the two 
Courts ſhall name Commiſſioners to enquire 
into the ſtate of commerce between the two 
nations, in order to agree upon new arrange- 
ments of trade, on the footing of reciprocity 
and mutual convenience. The ſaid two 
Courts ſhall, together, amicably fix a compe- 
tent term for the duration of that buſineſs. 


ARTICLE me 


All the countries and territories which may 
have been, or which may be conquered, in 
any part of the world whatſoever, by the 
arms of his Britannick Majeſty, or by thoſe 
of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and which are 
not included in the preſent articles, ſhall be 
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reſtored without difficulty, and without re- 
quiring compenſation. 


ARTICLS XX. 


As it is neceſſary to aſſign a fixed epoch 
for the reſtitutions and the evacuations to be 
made by each of the high contracting par- 
ties, it is agreed, that the King of Great 
Britain ſhall cauſe to be evacuated the iſlands 
of St. Pierre and Miquelon, three months 


after the ratification of the definitive treaty, 


or ſooner if it can be done ; Saint Lucia in 
the Weſt-Indies, and Goree in Africa, three 
months after the ratification of the definitive 
treaty, or ſooner if it can be done. The 
King of Great Britain ſhall in like manner 
at the end of three months after the ratifica- 
tion of the definitive treaty, or ſooner if it 
can be done, enter again into poſſeſſion 
of the iſlands of Grenada, the Grenadines, 
Saint Vincent, Dominica, Saint Chriſto— 
pher's, Nevis, and Montſerrat. 

France ſhall be put into poſſeſſion of the 
towns and Comptoirs which are reſtored to 
her in the Eaſt-Indies, and of the territo- 
ries which are procured for her to ſerve as 
dependencies round Pondicherry and round 
Karical, ſix months after the ratification of 


the definitive treaty, or ſooner if it can be 
done, 


France 


6 


France ſhall at the end of the ſame term 
of ſix months, reſtore the towns and terri- 
tories which her arms may have taken from 
the Engliſh, or their allies, in the Eaſt- 
Indies, 

In. conſequence whereof, the neceſſary or- 
ders ſhall be ſent by each of the high contract- 
ing parties, with reciprocal paſſports for the 
ſhips which ſhall carry them, immediately 
aſter the ratification of the definitive treaty. 


ARTICLE XXI. 


The priſoners made reſpectively by the 
arms of his Britannick Majeſty and his Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, by land and by ſea, ſhall 
be reſtored reciprocally and bond fide imme- 
diately after the ratification of the definitive 
treaty, without ranſom, and on paying the 
debts they may have contracted during their 
captivity ; and each Crown ſhall reſpectively 
reimburſe the ſums which ſhall have been 
advanced for the ſubſiſtence and maintenance 
of their priſoners by the ſovereign of the 
country where they ſhall have been detained, 
according to the receipts and atteſted accounts 
and other authentic titles which ſhall be 
produced on each ſide. 
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ARTICLE xxn. 


In order to prevent all cauſes of complaint 
and diſpute which may ariſe on account of 
prizes which may be made at ſea after the 
ſigning of theſe „ Articles, it is 
reciprocally agreed, that the veſſels and ef- 
fects which may be taken in the Channel and 
in the North Seas after the ſpace of twelve 
days, to be computed from the ratification 
of the preſent Preliminary Articles, ſhall be 
reſtored on each ſide. That the term ſhall 
be .one month from the Channel and the 
North Scas, as far as the Canary Iflands in- 
cluſively, whether .in the Ocean, or in the 
Mediterranean: two months. from the faid 
Canary Iſlands, as far as the Equinoctial Line, 
or Equator : and laſtly, five months in all 
other parts of the world, without any excep- 
tion, or any other more particular deſcription 
of time and place, 


ARTICLE XXL, 


The ratifications of the preſent Preliminary 
Articles ſhall be expedited in good and due 
form, and exchanged in the ſpace of one 
month, or ſooner if it can be done, to be 
computed from the day of the ſignature of 
the preſent articles. 

In witneſs whereof, We the underwritten 


Miniſters Plenipotentiary of. his Britannick 
Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, and of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
by virtue of our reſpective full powers, have 
ſigned the preſent Preliminary Articles, and 
have cauſed the ſeal of our arms to be put 


TT EY 


thereto. 
Done at Verſailles, the 2oth day of Jany- | 
ary, 1793. | 
ALLEYN FITZHERBERT, (L. S.) 
GRAVIER DE VERGENNES, (L. S.) | 
TRAN- 
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Te ans. arrow of the PRELIMINARY ARTICLES 

"of PEact between His BRITANNICE MAJESTY 

and the MOST CATHOLICK KING, ſigned at 
VERSAILLES, the 20th of January, 1783. 


King of Great Britain and the King of 
Spain, equally animated with a deſire of put⸗ 
ting an end to the calamities of a deſtructive 
war, and of re-eſtabliſhing union and good 
underſtanding between them, as neceſſary for 
the good of mankind in general, as for that 
of their reſpective kingdoms, ſtates, and 
ſubjects, have named for this purpoſe, viz. 
on the part of his Majeſty the King of 
Great Britain, Mr. Alleyn Fitzherbert, Mi— 


| be the name of the Moſt Holy Trinity! The 


niſter Plenipotentiary of his ſaid Majelty ; 


and on the part of his Majeſty the King of 
Spain, Don Peter Paul Abarea de Bolea Ki- 
mines d' Urnea, &c. Count of Aranda and 
Caſtel Florido, Marquis of Torres, of Vil- 


lanan and Rupit, Viſcount of Rueda and 


Loch, Baron of the Baronies of Gavin 


Sietano, Clamoſa, Eripol, Trazmoz, La 
Mata de Caſtil, Viego, Antillon, La Al- 
molda, Cortes, Jarva, St. Genis, Robovillet, 
Oreau, and St. Colonne de Farnes, Lord of 
the Tenance and Honor of Alcalaten, the 
Valley of Rodcllar, the caſtles and towns of 
Maelia, Meſones, Tuirana de Villaplana, 

Taradel! 
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Taradell and Viladran, &c. Rico-Hombre in 


Aragon by birth, Grandee of Spain of the 
firſt claſs, Knight of the Order of the 
Golden Fleece, and of that of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Gentleman of the King's Bedcham- 
ber in employment, Captain-General of his 
Armies,and his Ambaſſador to his Moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty; who, after having duly com- 
municated to each other their full powers in 


good form, have agreed in the following 
Preliminary Articles. 


ARS ECL EF 


As ſoon as the Preliminaries ſhall be ſigned 
and ratified, ſincere friendthip ſhall be re- 
eſtabliſhed between his Britannick Majeſty 
and his Catholick Majeſty, their kingdoms, 
ſtates, and ſubjects, by ſca and by land, in all 
parts of the world, Orders ſhall be ſent to 
the armies and ſquadrons, as well as to the 
ſubjects of the two powers, to ſtop all hoſ- 
tilities, and to live in the moſt perfect union, 
forgetting what has pafſed, of which their 
Sovereigns give them the order and example : 
and for the execution of this article, fea 0 
ſes ſhall be given on each fide for the ſhi 
which ſhall be diſpatched to carry the news 
of it tothe poſſeſſions of the faid powers. 


ARTICHL 5 1 


His Catholick Majeſty ſhall keep the iſland 
ef Minorca, 
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His Britannick Majeſty ſhall cede to his 
Catholick Majeſty Eaſt Florida, and his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty ſhall keep Weſt Florida, 
provided that the term of eighteen months, 
to be computed from the time of the ratifica- 
tion of the definitive. treaty, ſhall be granted 
to the ſubjects of his Britannick Majeſty who 

are ſettled, as well in the iſland of Minorca 
as in the two Floridas, to fell their eſtates, re- 
cover their debts, and to tranſport their ef- 
fects as well as their perſons, without being 
reſtrained on account of their religion, or un- 

der any other pretence what ſocver, except 
that of debts and criminal proſecutions; and 
his Britannick Majeſty ſhall have power to 
cauſe all the effects that may belong to him 
in Eaſt Florida, whether artillery 0 or others, to 
be carried away. 


ARTICLE IV. 


: His Catholick Majeſty ſhall not, for the 
future, ſuffer the ſubjects of his Britannick 
' Majeſty, or their workmen, to be diſturbed 
or moleſted, under any pretence whatſoever, 
in their occupation of cutting, loading and 
carrying away logwood, in a diſtrict of which 
«the boundaries ſhall be fixed; and for this 


+ purpoſe they may build without hindrance, 
and 
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and occupy, without interruption, the houſes 


and magazines neceſſary for them, for their 


families and for their effects, in a place to be 
agreed upon, either in the definitive treaty, 
or within ſix months after the exchange of 
the ratifications; and his ſaid Catholick Ma- 
jeſty aſſures to them, by this article, the 
intire enjoyment of what is above ſtipulated, 
provided that theſe ſtipulations ſhall not be 
conſidered as derogatory in any reſpect from 
the rights of his ſovereignty. 


ARTE CEHSE Ve 
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His Catholick Majeſty ſhall reſtore to Great 
Britain the iſlands of Providence and the Ba- 
hamas, without exception, in the ſame con- 
dition in which they were when they were 


conquered by the arms of the King of Spain. 


e 


All the countries and territories which may 
have been, or may be conquered in any part 
of the world whatſoever, by the arms of his 
Britannick Majeſty, or by thoſe of his Catho- 
lick Majeſty, and which are not included in- 
the preſent Articles, ſhall be reſtored with- 
out difficulty, and without requiring com- 
penſation. „ 
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By the definitive treaty, all thoſe which 
have exiſted till now between the two high 
contracting parties, and which ſhall not be 
derogated from either by the ſaid treaty, or 
by the preſent Preliminary Treaty, ſhall be 


renewed and confirmed; and the two Courts 


ſhall name Commiſſioners to enquire into the 


ſtate of commerce between the two nations, 
in order to agree upon new arrangements of 
trade, on the footing of reciprocity and mu- 
tual convenience; and the two ſaid Courts 
ſhall together amicably fix a competent term 


for the duration of that buſineſs. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


As it is neceſſary to aſſign a fixed epoch for 
the reſtitutions and evacuations to be made 
by each of the high contracting parties, it is 
agreed, that the King of Great Britain ſhall 
cauſe Eaſt Florida to be evacuatcd three 
months after the ratification of the definitive 
treaty, or ſooner, if it can be done. 


The King of Great Britain (hall likewiſe 


enter again into poſſeſſion of the Bahama 


Iſlands, without exception, in the ſpace of 
three months after the ratification of the de- 


tinitive treaty. | 


In conſequence whereof, the neceſſary orders 


ſhall be ſent by each of the high contracting 


parties, 
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parties, with reciprocal paſſports for the 
thips which ſhall carry them immediately 
after the ratification of the definitive treaty. 


ARTICLE IK 


The priſoners made reſpectively by the 
arms of his Britannick Majeſty and his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty by ſea and by land, ſhall, im- 
mediately after the ratification of the defini- 
tive treaty, be reciprocally and bona fide re- 
ſtored without ranſom, and on paying the 
debts they may have contracted during their 
captivity ; and each Crown ſhall reſpectively 
reimburſe the ſums which ſhall have been 
advanced for the ſubſiſtence and maintenance 
of their Priſoners by the Sovereign of the 
country where they thall have been detained, 
according to the receipts and attetted.ac- 
counts, and other authentic titles, which 
ſhall be produced on each fide. 


Ir 


In order to prevent all cauſes of complaint 
and diſputes which may ariſe on account of 
prizes which may be made at ſea after the 
ligning of theſe Preliminary Articles, it 1s 
reciprocally agreed, that the ſhips and ef- 
fects which may be taken in the Channel, or 
in the North Seas, after the ſpace of twelve 
days, to be computed from the ratihcation of 
the preſent Preliminary Articles, mall be re- 
ſtored on cach fide. 


That 
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That the term ſhall be one month from 
the Channel and the North Seas as far as the 
Canary Iflands incluſively, whether in the 
Ocean or in the Mediterranean ; two months 
from the ſaid Canary lands, as far as the 
Equinectial Line, or Equator ; and, laſtly, 
five months in all parts of the world with- 


out exception, or other more deſcription of 
time and place. 


. 
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ARTICLE XI. 


The ratifications of the preſent Preliminary 
| Articles ſhall be expedited in good and due 
form, and exchanged in the ſpace of one 
month, or ſooner if it can be done, to be 
computed from the day of the ſignature of 
| the preſent Articles. 


In witneſs whereof we the under-written 
Miniſters Pleripoleniiery of his Fritannick 
Majeſty and of his Catholick Majeſty, by vir- 
tue of our reſpective powers, have agreed 
upon and ſigned theſe Freliminary Articles, 
and have cauſed the ſeal of our arms to be 
| put thereto. 


Done at Verſailles, the 2oth day of Janu- 
ary, 1783. 

ALLEYN FITZHERBERT, (L. S.) 

Le CourE D ARANDA. (L. 8.) 
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